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Policy Statement No. 2006-04  Subject: Oil Shale Leasing on Trust Lands 
 
 
The Board of Trustees of the School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration met in open, 
public session on September 14, 2006, and by majority vote declares the following to be an 
official policy of the Board: 
 
 
The Trust Lands Administration shall continue to make lands with the potential for recovery of 
kerogen from oil shale available for leasing. 
 
The Administration will work toward consolidation of leases on the blocks of oil shale lands 
which have high potential for exploitation of the oil shale resource.  In order to eliminate 
potential problems resulting from cross-leasing, the potential for tar sands, coal, and 
conventional oil and gas production will be evaluated before leasing. 
 
 The areas of oil shale land “blocks” are referred to by the following names: 
 
 * Magic Circle Block 
 * TOSCO or Sand Wash Block 
 * Bonanza Block 
 * Holliday Block 
 * Seep Ridge Block 
 
These “blocks” will only be leased  with Board approval using the Administration’s “Other 
Business Arrangement” (OBA) procedures.   
 
With regard to “over-the-counter” leasing, the withdrawal of lands with recognized oil shale 
potential will continue.   Modification of existing leases within the above-referenced blocks will 
require approval of the Board and use of  the OBA procedure. 
 
The Administration will continue to pursue opportunities to increase the value of the oil shale 
resources through land exchanges and unitization opportunities among federal, tribal, and fee 
lands. 
 
 
            




