Motorized Travel Management Plan Summary
La Sal Mountain Blocks

Overview:

The State of Utah School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA) manages two
large properties on the east side of the La Sal Mountain Range in Grand and San Juan Counties.
The northernmost property, known as the North Block, contains approximately 17,500 acres
mostly within Grand County. The southern property, known as the South Block, contains
approximately 10,000 acres and is located within San Juan County. These land blocks were

= — ==m granted to the State of Utah

to be held in trust for the
financial benefit of their
respective beneficiaries,
which include Utah State
University, the University of
Utah, and the public school
system. SITLA is an
independent state agency
which is charged with
managing these properties
for the financial benefit of
the beneficiaries.

Figure 1: Dark Canyon Lake, South Block.

Over the past few years,
these blocks have seen greatly increased usage from the general public, including recreationists
and hunters. SITLA also recognizes that property boundaries have not been properly identified
and appropriate travel routes have not been consistently signed and identified on the ground.
This increased usage and confusion about appropriate travel routes and practices has led to
increased resource damage on the blocks.

In early 2009, SITLA determined that it would conduct a pilot project on the La Sal Mountain
blocks, whereby the agency would develop a travel management plan to curtail the resource
damage that was occurring while still allowing for public recreation to continue. This project is
the first of its kind for SITLA and will serve as a model for future planning efforts on other SITLA
managed properties throughout the state.
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Project Vision:

Develop a comprehensive travel management and recreation plan for the two La Sal Mountain
blocks. The plan should balance the need for protection of the various resources of the blocks
with the present and future use of these resources for their beneficiaries, while taking into
consideration the public's desire for mountain and outdoor recreation. The plan will make
reasonable efforts to meet the fiduciary responsibility of SITLA, protect the resources from
future degradation, and allow diverse recreational opportunities for multiple users.

Issue Identification:

The main issues to be addressed through the travel management process included the
following:

e Increase in the number of
routes being illegally developed

e Routes from old logging activity
that were never properly closed
out

e Lack of adequate route signage
through the blocks

e Lack of signage at entrances and
exits to blocks

e Increased resource damage and
lack of facilities at popular
recreation destinations such as
Dark Canyon Lake, Don's Lake

and Hidden Lake. Figure 2: lllegal track that has been pushed through a meadow. Tracks
like these through sensitive areas create resource degradation

. . problems as more and more users utilize the route.
Project Funding:

The majority of the funding for this project comes from SITLA's OHV funding program. In 2004,
the Utah State Legislate established a $1.50 surcharge on all OHV registrations in the state.
These funds were set aside in a dedicated account for SITLA to use in enhancing OHV
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opportunities on trust lands and also for addressing resource damage caused by OHV's on trust
lands.

Key Travel Plan Components:

e Motorized travel to be allowed on designated routes only.

e Routes designated for full size vehicles, ATV's and singletrack.

e Establish designated camping areas

e Routes to be closed will be fully decommissioned, re-contoured and rehabilitated

e New routes will be established where necessary and practical

e Route signage to be installed to mark designated travel routes

e Informational kiosks to be installed at key entrance points to each block. Turnouts will
be constructed to allow visitors to pull safely off of the road to view the kiosks.

e Travel brochures will be available at each kiosk with more detailed information.

Planning Process Summary:

e Completed a comprehensive inventory of all existing routes on both blocks in the
summer of 2009.
e Compared SITLA inventory with previous road inventories completed by San Juan and
Grand Counties in the 1990's.
0 The SITLA inventory demonstrated a 35%-40% increase in the overall mileage of

routes existing on both blocks.
e SITLA developed a set of guiding principles to use in the evaluation of each existing
route. These guiding principles were as follows:
Strongly consider existing county road claims
Consider a route's relationship with larger comprehensive trail systems
Evaluate whether the route has a legitimate destination
Eliminate redundant routes
Evaluate the route for future sustainability
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Strive to create looping trail systems and eliminate dead ends where practical
0 Consider a route's impact on wildlife and other resources
e Using these guiding principles, SITLA evaluated each route and developed a set of
recommendations for existing routes to remain open, new routes to be constructed,
existing routes in need of realignment, and existing routes that should be closed.




e S|TLA developed a list of stakeholders to meet with and discuss the agency's
recommendations. The stakeholders included the following:

Grand County Council

Grand County Road Department
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San Juan County
Commission

San Juan County
Road Department
SPEAR

Ride with Respect
Utah State Parks
& Recreation
Utah Division of
Wildlife Resources
United States
Forest Service
Red Rock 4-

Wheelers
Moab Friends-For-
Wheelin'

Figure 3: Meeting with stakeholder onsite to discuss a trail alignment.

Adjacent Private Property Owners

Grazing Permittees

e SITLA met with each of these groups individually and discussed the route

recommendations. The response was generally positive. Each group provided their

recommendations and feedback.

e SITLA reviewed and incorporated stakeholder feedback into the plan where appropriate.

e SITLA refined and developed a final travel plan for implementation. This was completed

in early summer of 2010.

e The final plan was presented to the San Juan County Commission and the Grand County

Council. Their response was generally positive.

Implementation:

e Implementation of the final travel plan began in the summer of 2010 and will be

ongoing for three years. Implementation will include:
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Construction of
turnouts and
entrance kiosks
Installation of
route signage
Construction of
new travel routes
Re-routes of
existing travel
routes where
necessary
Decomissioning
of routes
designated

closed Figure 4: Completed kiosk and turnout
Further planning

for recreational sites at Don's Lake, Hidden Lake and Dark Canyon Lake
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